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Regiomontanus as a physical astronomer ** 
 
REGIOMONTANUS’S Defense of Theon against George of Trebizond (1460s–70s) is a lengthy 

manuscript critique of George's equally lengthy commentary on Ptolemy's Almagest (1452). Intended 

for publication on Regiomontanus’s own press, the work remained in manuscript at his death and into 

the 21st century. While the Defense’s attacks on George of Trebizond are primarily arithemtical and  

geometrical, they also reveal in the heat of controversy several of Regiomontanus’s physical concerns, 

including his insistence on a three-dimensional astronomy with physical coherence. 

Against this background, this paper will summarize his outlook, and bring together his discussions 

of, and scattered clues about his views on, the causes of the celestial motions, the nature of the spheres, 

and their organization in space. 
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